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Upcoming Events 

SVA Meeting 

Friday, April 7, 2023, at 2:15 pm 

VSSC (204 Richardson) 

Join us for the SVA monthly meeting. Food will be provided.  

Charleston RiverDogs Game  

Friday, April 14, 2023, 7:05 PM 

Joseph P. Riley, Jr. Park 

The Charleston RiverDogs will take on the Columbia Fireflies starting at 7:05 pm at Joe Riley Park. In 

partnership with The Citadel, they have offered 50 tickets for our students and their families. The game 

is also a part of BoeingΩs Remembering Everyone Deployed (RED) Shirt Friday series where the team will 

shine a spotlight on active duty and retired military members and their families. Limit of 2 Tickets per 

Person! RSVP by clicking here. 

The Citadel Baseball Veteran Appreciation Game 

Wednesday, April 19, 2023, 6 PM 

Joseph P. Riley, Jr. Park  

Join The Citadel Bulldogs Baseball Team as they take on the College of Charleston at Joseph P. Riley, Jr. 

Park. The game will also feature recognition of our Veteran and Active Duty students. Veteran and 

Active Duty Students receive a free admission in honor of their service, register for your ticket here. 

Seating is general admission and additional tickets are only $8 with a military discount so bring your 

family and friends! 

Graduation Party 

Friday, April 21, 2023, from 4 pm to 6 pm 

Brewlab Charleston, 2200 Heriot St., Downtown Charleston 

Join us as we celebrate our class of 2023 Veteran and Active Duty students! This is a family friendly 

event. Appetizers and cake will be provided, drinks will be available via cash bar. RSVP by clicking here. 

Military Spouse Appreciation Day - Card Writing at VSSC  

Thursday, May 11, 2023, All Day 

VSSC 

Stop by the VSSC to create a Military Spouse Appreciation Day card for your significant other. We will 

have pre-printed cards on hand and for our online students be e-mailing a digital version for you to print 

at home. 

https://forms.office.com/r/j4aSw1du2j
https://forms.office.com/r/v2ps5RV6KZ
https://www.ticketreturn.com/prod2new/Buy.asp?EventID=335566
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=gRAMlmPQ-EGES0HXONsEowam8kqVE-tCpzNasUbK0PtUNktIWDBNN1VQSEwwNkg3UVJHODAwSDkwRy4u


Summer Social Meet and Greet for New Students  

Thursday, May 18, 2023, 4 PM to 6 PM  

VSSC 

All newly admitted (Spring and Summer 2023) Veteran and Active Duty students and their families are 

invited to join us for a light afternoon snack and a chance to say hello to fellow new students and meet 

our VSSC staff. Email invitations will be sent to all newly admitted Veteran and Active Duty students in 

early May. 

*Virtual meet and greet date coming soon! 

Beach Day  

Friday, June 2, 2023 12 PM to 2 PM 

The Citadel Beach House 

All Veteran and Active Duty students are invited to join us at The Citadel Beach House for a beach day 

full of games, food and fun. Bring your family and friends and enjoy a day in the sun. RSVP information 

coming soon. 

Army Birthday Celebration 

Wednesday, June 14, 2023 12:30 PM 

VSSC 

Help us blow out the candles as we celebrate the ArmyΩs birthday! The VSSC will have a cake-cutting 

ceremony at 12:30 PM and invite all students, faculty and staff who have served to join us. 

Veteran Spotlight 

 



This month we are spotlighting Veteran Online Undergraduate Student Mark Lane. Mark is currently 

working toward his bachelor's degree in strength and conditioning.  

Tell us about your military service.  

I enlisted in the US Air Force in 2001, entering the delayed entry program in August '01 and shipped off to 

BMT the 1st of October '01. I always felt a sense of duty to my family, community, and country, pulling 

me to military service. This was only magnified after the tragic events of 9/11. Trained in Aerospace 

Maintenance as a Crew Chief, I was assigned to the 314 MXS at Little Rock AFB where I inspected and 

worked on C-130s. I remained there for the entirety of my enlistment until I received a 

medical/honorable discharge in 2005, after being diagnosed with Type 1 Diabetes at 24 years old. 

Probably the most impactful experience I have had that is tied to my time of service is right now, after all 

these years, being able to use VA education benefits to pursue a Bachelor's degree here at The Citadel. 

Which medals or citations are you most honored to have received, and why? 

I discovered a major discrepancy in an older model C-130 that ended up grounding/retiring the aircraft. I 

was honored to receive recognition from the unit that the aircraft was assigned to for going beyond the 

scope of the inspection. The discovery prevented a potentially catastrophic failure, protecting USAF 

property and resources, and potentially saving the lives of an entire flight crew. 

Tell me a funny story you experienced that could only happen in the military. 

Your mind can play tricks on you while working night shift in a huge hanger, built to hold six C-130s, with 

minimal staffing around. Everyone thought the place was haunted and at times, especially in the middle 

of the night, it could feel that way. I heard a few bumps in the night... 

What are your current hobbies or passions? 

I love to spend my time working out at the gym and working on my old cars. I recently got my dream car; 

a 1968 Volkswagen Karmann Ghia. I enjoy getting outdoors and running on the Lowcountry beaches and 

trails with my wife, Samantha, and dog, Olive. I also enjoy returning to the Smoky Mountains on occasion 

to take in the mountain air I grew up with. I have played rugby on and off since 1999, and IΩm hoping to 

get back into it soon. 

What is your favorite type of donut and why? 

Krispy Kreme Original Glazed, no question about it! It's a classic and it has the best taste and texture. 

When they're hot, they just melt away. They were my mother's favorite and we get one every year, on 

her birthday, since her passing. 

Anything else you would like people to know about you? 

I have been a professional firefighter for more than a decade, while maintaining part-time jobs in the 

health and wellness field. I have recently taken a step away from working the fire line to focus on the 

Strength & Conditioning program here at The Citadel, a school IΩve dreamed about attending since I was 

younger. While pursuing this degree, I will continue to work with varying types of athletes, from weekend 

warriors to a wide range of tactical athletes, through my work at a local Charleston gym and as an 

Instructor with O2X Human Performance. IΩm excited to build upon my experience and bring what I learn 

in the classroom into the work I love doing. 



Students Receive Local Scholarships 

 

Congratulations to Veteran and Active Duty students Austin Hronek, STA-21 Jake Wright and MECEP 

Aaron Suttles who received the 2022-2023 Exchange Club Scholarship!  

The Citadel Alumni Association Stops by for Lunch!  

 

A BIG thank you to The Citadel Alumni Association (CAA) for stopping by to discuss the benefits of 

joining the association as well as a few ways Veteran and Active Duty students can engage with the 

Association and its members. The CAA provided pizza and we had a packed house for the event. Thank 

you to all of our students who attended and had great questions for the team.  

For more information on joining CAA visit their website linked here.  

https://citadelalumni.org/


Author Thomas Modly Releases "Vectors: Heroes, Villians, and 

Heartbreak on the Bridge of the U.S. Navy" 

The Citadel's very own Dorian Howell, Enrollment coordinator for the Citadel Graduate College and 

College Transfer Program recently shared that her father, Thomas Modly, who formerly served as 

Undersecretary and Acting Secretary of the  Navy from 2017 to 2020 recently released his debut novel.  

In Vectors, Secretary Modly passionately describes the many challenges facing the Department of the 

Navy during his tenure, and why he chose to be particularly outspoken and active in his role. He 

admiringly identifies the American heroes he met and their common bond of service defined by love, 

honor, and integrity. He also highlights the villains he encountered who, he contends, threaten the 

further of the Navy and the Marine Corps. 

Vectors is an entertaining, spiritual, and emotional glimpse into the world of Pentagon politics that raises 

serious questions about the agility and viability of organizational tasks with defining the nation. It also 

provides critical lessons for leaders faced with addressing the broad array of perplexing issues produced 

by unexpected events. 

Click here to order your copy today. 

*All proceeds from the sale of the book will be donated to charities serving Navy and Marine Corps 

Veterans and their families.  

https://www.amazon.com/Vectors-Heroes-Villains-Heartbreak-Bridge/dp/1642257036/ref=sr_1_1?crid=15EJ3SA6UHIEL&keywords=9781642257038&qid=1676914875&sprefix=9781642257038%2Caps%2C227&sr=8-1


 

Student Veteran Association Spotlight 

The next SVA meeting will be on Friday, April 7, 2023, at 2:15 PM in the Veteran Student Success Center 

(204 Richardson) student lounge. Please join us for a meal and discussion on next year's strategic 

priorities! We will also announce next year's leadership team.  



 

1 - Shoutout to our SVA Ultimate Frisbee intramural team!  

D1 Training Offering Free Membership 

 

Veterans in Charleston! D1 Training East Cooper is partnering with Heroes' Movement, a nonprofit 

whose mission is to support veterans' mental and physical wellness so that all veterans receive FREE 

MEMBERSHIPS! 

https://u26314663.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=YUYgdDsWVwjC32-2BtuQRcUXXc6VkxtYENmPy-2FW3roZVBLUV1YspRrLWkgvc2DxYxLyK6h_qed-2FN9VyT4zNQWNjCsN31-2FCsU5lRxm-2FJElfWW0fptie75aJmDyHKt8dI8p0U9XBeYrPmaFabseRy2PKWayVCM8ZUcCkWggKFfoCmUw8Gv9NbpCp0qfD0IGcvv6-2Fl0zqTB1gV9xtJz9UoBK2Ed7dJxDR6fHNYP6aCKx4-2FqAMCCK-2B1orMrmDCb45bNwzrHzA81LpRvHwIMS5O9UtzXNHgADk-2BWMax9-2BwlZ28MMjaXi9KM0YqM44QstcYXomwi0VfkjzWKCYcFYv-2BGAydQjAH-2FjkbJNYqdjJCzFe03RWKAFrDYfaYd1MyTh0lpHabOMtCmqA-2Fp3cmDBCrj3JBqETTn8YQ-3D-3D


Here's what D1 Training has to offer for veterans: 

ω coach-led strength and conditioning classes at no cost 

ω a training environment that is welcoming to veterans of all ages, skilllevels, and fitness levels 

ω an individualized approach based on specific needs or goals 

ω a focus on injury prevention and movement mastery 

If you're interested or know someone who might be, you can reach us at 

d1eastcooper@d1training.com or call/text (843) 632-5233. You can also just stop by the facility! We 

are located at 1220 Ben Sawyer Blvd Mt. Pleasant, SC. 

Mentoring Program Applications Open 

 

VSSC Wish List  

 

The VSSC supports over 287 Veteran and Active Duty students throughout the year including through 

our student lounge and computer lab located at 204 Richardson Ave. on The Citadel's campus. If you are 



interested in supporting the VSSC and our students check out our Amazon wish list for a list of items we 

would love to have available for our students.  

April Academic Calendar 

 

 

https://a.co/h5aVRIy


Professional Networking Opportunities 

 

2 - 50 Strong Event Registration 

https://www.50-strong.us/

